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Bioversity International is an independent international scientific organization that seeks to improve the well-
being of present and future generations of people by enhancing conservation and the deployment of agricultural 
biodiversity on farms and in forests. It is one of 15 centres supported by the Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR), an association of public and private members who support efforts to mobilize 
cutting-edge science to reduce hunger and poverty, improve human nutrition and health, and protect the environment. 
Bioversity has its headquarters in Maccarese, near Rome, Italy, with offices in more than 20 other countries 
worldwide. The organization operates through four programmes: Diversity for Livelihoods, Understanding and 
Managing Biodiversity, Global Partnerships, and Commodities for Livelihoods.
The international status of Bioversity is conferred under an Establishment Agreement which, by January 2010, had 
been signed by the Governments of Algeria, Australia, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Burkina Faso,  Burundi, 
Cameroon, Chile, China, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Russia, Senegal, Slovakia, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda and Ukraine.
Financial support for Bioversity’s research is provided by more than 150 donors, including governments, private 
foundations and international organizations. For details of donors and research activities please see Bioversity’s 
Annual Reports, which are available in printed form on request from bioversity-publications@cgiar.org or from 
Bioversity’s Web site (www.bioversityinternational.org).
The geographical designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of Bioversity or the CGIAR concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Similarly, 
the views expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of these organizations.
Mention of a proprietary name does not constitute endorsement of the product and is given only for information.
COGENT, the International Coconut Genetic Resources Network founded by Bioversity International (then 
the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, IPGRI) in 1992, is a global network of coconut-producing 
countries, aimed at improving the production and use of coconut and the conservation of its diversity.
As a network, COGENT synergizes the efforts of partners to strengthen coconut conservation and research 
programmes, and empower communities dependent on coconut for their livelihoods to adopt improved technologies 
and diversified production and marketing systems. We do this by bringing together crop scientists, social scientists, 
private sector stakeholders, enterprise and innovations specialists, and decision makers to develop models of best 
practice, guidelines and other knowledge that contribute to the effective conservation and use of coconut genetic 
resources. More details are available at www.cogentnetwork.org
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