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Papua New Guinea is a country in Oceania, occupying the eastern half of the island of New Guinea and numerous 
offshore islands (the western portion of the island is part of Indonesian provinces of Papua and West Papua). It is 
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���3�D�F�L�¿�F���2�F�H�D�Q�����L�Q���D���U�H�J�L�R�Q���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���D�V���0�H�O�D�Q�H�V�L�D�����,�W���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I��
the most diverse countries on Earth, with over 850 indigenous languages and at least as many traditional societies, 
out of a population just under 6 millions.

�7�K�H���3�1�*���&�R�F�R�D���D�Q�G���&�R�F�R�Q�X�W���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q�������������L�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�U�P���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�F�R�D���D�Q�G���F�R�F�R�Q�X�W��
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�K�H���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�&�5�,�����O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W���0�X�U�X�Q�D�V���L�Q���0�D�G�D�Q�J���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H�����F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�V��
breeding and evaluation studies, as well as agronomy and entomology research. CIRAD has played an important 
role in the establishment of this research centre providing staff, training, technical assistance and funding. In 
�W�K�H�����������V�����D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���H�[�R�W�L�F���F�R�F�R�Q�X�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���3�1�*�����L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���D�V���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�����/�R�F�D�O��
populations believe that large but fewer nuts involve less labour while still giving similar copra yield to that from 
palms with smaller but more numerous nuts.

�,�Q�� ������������ �W�K�H�� �0�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P�� �R�I�� �8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� ���0�R�8���� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �&�R�F�R�Q�X�W�� �*�H�Q�H�E�D�Q�N�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�6�R�X�W�K�� �3�D�F�L�¿�F�� ���,�&�*���6�3���� �L�Q�� �3�D�S�X�D�� �1�H�Z�� �*�X�L�Q�H�D�� �Z�D�V�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �3�1�*�� �D�Q�G�� �,�3�*�5�,���&�2�*�(�1�7���� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �)�$�2��
�D�V���W�U�X�V�W�H�H�����7�K�H���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���K�R�V�W�V���W�K�H���,�&�*���6�3���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���X�V�H���R�I���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��
�J�H�U�P�S�O�D�V�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���3�D�F�L�¿�F���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����6�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H���R�Q���W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���,�&�*��
including land clearing, renovation of the embryo culture laboratory, training local staff, establishment of local 
�D�Q�G���'�Z�D�U�I���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���������O�R�F�D�O���7�D�O�O�����V�L�[���O�R�F�D�O���'�Z�D�U�I�V���D�Q�G���¿�Y�H���H�[�R�W�L�F���'�Z�D�U�I���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
ICG that are being characterized.
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