Nu Wehung Tall (NWHT)
Ratnambal MJ, Kumaran PM, Bashkara Rao EVV, Pillai RV

Conservation

Nu Wehung Tall (NWHT) is conserved at the Central Plantation Crops Research Institute in Kasaragod (Kerala),
India.

History
Nu Wehung Tall was introduced to India from New Caledonia in 1968.

Identification

Like other Caledonian Talls, this variety is also a semi-Tall type. It grows up to 5.9 m with about 40 leaves. The
stem girth at 1 m from the ground level is 86 cm. The number of leaf scars, measured from 1 to 2 m above ground
level, is 28. The palm flowers 8 years after planting and produces 11-12 inflorescences per year. The inflorescence
is medium-sized, 99 cm long with a short, but strong petiole of 39 cm. This variety is a semi-direct self-pollinating
type because of the presence of inter-spadix overlapping (nearly 5-days duration) in about 60% of inflorescences.
Fruits are oval to oblong in shape with high husk content. The husk is more towards the posterior end. The husked
nut is flat at the posterior but pointed towards the bottom.

Yield and production

Fruiting starts nine years after planting. The palm produces about 49 fruits per year. Fruits are of medium-
sized, weighing 667g. The nut without the husk weighs 388g. The kernel and shell are thin. The copra content is
133g per nut with 67% oil. The copra and oil yield in 1 ha are 1.1 t and 0.75 t, respectively.

Other information
This variety may be planted for toddy tapping. It is presently not being used in breeding work in India.
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